


Families helping families
We can make the world a better place for people with Down syndrome. For our sons and 
daughters, our brothers and sisters, our grandchildren and friends. And for ourselves.

That simple idea is what led a group of parents to form the National Down 
Syndrome Congress. Their children didn’t need to change. The world did.

That’s how it all started. Forty years ago, parents who received an unexpected 
diagnosis looked for answers, but found none. They reached out for help, but 
couldn’t find what they needed.

And then they turned to one another. There they found the strength, the 
support and the passion they needed to forge a better life for their children 
and a better world for those who came after. Together they formed the National 
Down Syndrome Congress to be the voice of families and to serve families.

Today — four decades later — helping families is still the focus of the NDSC. 

The calls and e-mails come into the 
NDSC Center on a daily basis:

“ I’ve just received a diagnosis and 
I don’t know anything about 
Down syndrome.”

“ My child’s school is fighting me 
on everything. I need strategies 
that work.”

“ My son is ready to live independently. 
What can I do to help him?”

Every day, new parents find 
the hope and help they 
need. Older parents access 
resources they need as the 
years go by. Self advocates 
are empowered to find their 
voices and seek their dreams. 
A community is called to 
advocate.

The NDSC is a uniquely 
compassionate community. 
Families receive personal care 
from our staff and from one 
another. Everyone has a home 
here. No one is turned away. 
Our family includes people 
who speak different languages, 
and are from different states, 
different countries, and different races. Some are wealthy, while some are just 
barely getting by. But all are a valued part of our big, extended family.

This weekend is the living, breathing embodiment of what the NDSC is all about — 
people from around the world coming together to learn, to celebrate, to grow. 
Not just for one weekend, but every day of every year. 

Forty years ago, parents of children with Down syndrome realized their voices weren’t being 
heard — not in their communities, not in their schools, and not in Washington, DC. So, within 
a year, they formed the National Down Syndrome Congress and the first NDSC Convention 
was held. Now it’s our turn to carry the mantle. You hold the keys to a brighter future in 
your hands. Please help us make the world a better place by actively supporting the NDSC 
throughout the year.



Dear Friends, 
As I reflect on my time as President of the Board at the NDSC, I think of the 
following words:  ideas, needs, dreams, and hopes.  These words have driven the 
NDSC to continue to build upon success and move forward in its goals of advocacy, 
awareness, collaboration, and support. I am fortunate to have been chosen to serve 
such a wonderful community.   

The NDSC like all nonprofits in this current economic climate must closely 
monitor expenses, generate more revenue, and continue to provide quality service 
to existing and new members. With members in fifty states and fourteen countries, 
the NDSC is the largest membership organization serving the Down syndrome 
community. Though resources are thin, we remain steadfast to our mission to 
meet the growing need for our services. This is a tough economy, but with your 
continued support we make a difference in people’s lives every day. 

The NDSC has had many accomplishments since it was established almost forty 
years ago, we have created greater awareness of the true value of people with Down 
syndrome through our We’re More Alike Than Different media campaign; we have 
expanded our efforts to advocate for and provide support through programs like 
our current Employment Initiative; we have extended our communications efforts 
to inform more people though publications like the DS News and events like the 
annual convention and Just Dance; even more, we are working to strengthen our 
partnerships with Down Syndrome Associations across the country. 

I am glad to have served as board president with such a 
dedicated team of staff and board members. Thank you for 
your support and for giving us the privilege of serving so many 
wonderful families. 

Sincerely, 

Brooks Robinson
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Giving that makes a difference.
A patient receives a diagnosis and reaches out for hope.  
She finds it at the NDSC.

A father whose son has just graduated from high school 
wonders what’s next. He finds help at the NDSC.

A young woman with Down syndrome wants to achieve 
greater independence and learns how through the NDSC.

These are just a few of the real-world examples of people served 
by those who give to the NDSC. Not abstract concepts, but real 
families, just like yours.

By giving to NDSC, you help us provide support to families 
in their time of need. Your giving also enables us to offer its 
high-quality materials to new families and to advocate for 
people with Down syndrome in our nation’s capitol. We’re 
also changing attitudes through the “We’re More Alike Than 
Different” awareness campaign and changing lives by providing 

our annual convention at an affordable price thanks to the generosity of our 
members and friends.

Your contributions help to support almost everything that relates to daily life at 
the National Down Syndrome Congress. By giving to the NDSC you help bridge the 
gap between income generated by membership and the actual cost of providing 
information, advocacy, resources, and programs. 

This is a pivotal moment in the NDSC’s history as we approach forty years of 
serving people with Down syndrome and their families. We invite you to be a 
part of this exciting time as we prepare for the next forty years and beyond. 
Your support is instrumental in helping us to sustain the NDSC’s outstanding 
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service and unparalleled educational programming and community 
development through our awareness campaign, advocacy and annual 
convention. As we continue to grow and evolve, we are eager to move 
forward together on this journey together with you.

Cordially, 

David Tolleson



Mission
The mission of the NDSC is to provide information, advocacy and support 
concerning all aspects of life for individuals with Down syndrome.

Vision
The vision of the NDSC is a world with equal rights and opportunities for 
people with Down syndrome.

Purpose
It is the purpose of the National Down Syndrome Congress to create a 
national climate in which all people will recognize and embrace the value 
and dignity of people with Down syndrome.

That purpose is enhanced by the commitment of the NDSC to:

• Promote the availability of and accessibility to a full range of 
opportunities and/or resources that meet individual and family needs.

• Build a sense of community and fellowship for all people concerned 
with Down syndrome.

• Provide leadership in the formation of public policy.

• Encourage ethically responsible research related to all aspects of 
Down syndrome.

• Educate professionals, parents, and community in all aspects 
relating to Down syndrome.

• Foster self-advocacy and acknowledge the importance of self-
actualization for persons with Down syndrome.

• Recognize and advance the full range of rights of all people with 
Down syndrome.

• Promote full participation of people with Down syndrome in all 
aspects of community life.

• Recognize the variability of personal needs and respect individual 
choices.

• Develop and disseminate position statements on major issues 
related to Down syndrome.

• Provide a network for linking of state and local groups and affiliates.

• Foster and enhance relationships with the NDSC community and 
the broader disability community. 



Revenue and Expense Comparison and  Analysis
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NDSC Center
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1370 Center Drive, Suite 102 
Atlanta, GA 30338

Toll Free: 800.232.NDSC (6372)

E-Mail: info@ndsccenter.org

Website: www.ndsccenter.org


