


Families helping families
We can make the world a better place for people with Down syndrome. For our sons and 
daughters, our brothers and sisters, our grandchildren and friends. And for ourselves.

That simple idea is what led a group of parents to form the National Down 
Syndrome Congress. Their children didn’t need to change. The world did.

That’s how it all started. Forty years ago, parents who received an unexpected 
diagnosis looked for answers, but found none. They reached out for help, but 
couldn’t find what they needed.

And then they turned to one another. There they found the strength, the 
support and the passion they needed to forge a better life for their children 
and a better world for those who came after. Together they formed the National 
Down Syndrome Congress to be the voice of families and to serve families.

Today — four decades later — helping 
families is still the focus of the NDSC. 

The calls and e-mails come into the 
NDSC Center on a daily basis:

“ I’ve just received a diagnosis and 
I don’t know anything about 
Down syndrome.”

“ My child’s school is fighting me 
on everything. I need strategies 
that work.”

“ My son is ready to live independently. 
What can I do to help him?”

Every day, new 
parents find the 
hope and help they 
need. Older parents 
access resources they 
need as the years go 
by. Self advocates 
are empowered to 
find their voices and 
seek their dreams. A 
community is called 
to advocate.

The NDSC is a 
uniquely compassionate community. Families receive personal care from our 
staff and from one another. Everyone has a home here. No one is turned away. 
Our family includes people who speak different languages, and are from different 
states, different countries, and different races. Some are wealthy, while some are 
just barely getting by. But all are a valued part of our big, extended family.

This weekend is the living, breathing embodiment of what the NDSC is all about — 
people from around the world coming together to learn, to celebrate, to grow. 
Not just for one weekend, but every day of every year. 

Forty years ago, parents of children with Down syndrome realized their voices weren’t being 
heard — not in their communities, not in their schools, and not in Washington, DC. So, within 
a year, they formed the National Down Syndrome Congress and the first NDSC Convention 
was held. Now it’s our turn to carry the mantle. You hold the keys to a brighter future in 
your hands. Please help us make the world a better place by actively supporting the NDSC 
throughout the year.



Dear Friends, 
Our mission is to provide information, advocacy and support 
concerning all aspects of life for individuals with Down 
syndrome. The NDSC staff, board, and volunteers have worked 
together in support of our mission, demonstrating tenacity, 
ingenuity, and focus in their efforts in service of people with 
Down syndrome. 

We are now entering into our 40th year as a national nonprofit 
leading the efforts in Down syndrome public awareness, 
advocacy, outreach, and education. Our annual convention continues to be 
the largest event of its’ kind for people across the globe to connect with others, 
cultivate their knowledge about the issues that impact our lives, and contribute to 
the leading edge of support for new and expectant parents of children with Down 
syndrome. 

We are encouraging people to explore our educational material in novel ways: 
to download our premier newsletter on Down syndrome, visit with leaders in 
medicine and education during our annual convention, interact with our staff by 
phone, email, or on Facebook, and to follow our Tweets about the issues that lead 
us to further discovery. It is a time for innovative connections with our community 
members and our supporters. Ultimately, these connections lead to lifelong 
learning, stronger communities of support, and life-changing encounters with 
members of the Down syndrome community. 

As a reflection on this change, we speak now about ways to further extend our 
educational materials to people who would not otherwise be able to attend our 
convention. This year in response to greater interest and desire from our national 
and international affiliates we decided to “live stream” key presentations from 
our annual convention to provide better access for all. Also, this year we have 
launched monthly collaboration calls with every major organization related to 
Down syndrome to create a synergy of effort, unity of purpose, and a coordinated 
National & International Down Syndrome Movement.

We finished the fiscal year again ahead of budget — and that was not easy. I applaud 
our incredible staff and board for continuing to make sacrifices and do even more 
with even less. We are also the proud recipient of a major foundation grant in 
support of the We’re More Alike Than Different public awareness campaign. 

As you will soon see in our financial statement, this has been a year of challenge and 
hope. On behalf of the people we serve, I want to thank you. 

Sincerely, 

James Faber, President 



Dear Members and Friends of NDSC:
The past year at NDSC brought about several changes. Jim 
Faber was elected as our new president; the NDSC Center 
moved to a new home; and, we embarked on several new 
projects, including preparing for our “Day on the Hill” and 
“livestreaming” segments of our convention. It’s clear that as 
we enter our fourth decade of service, the NDSC isn’t resting 
on its laurels!

One thing that hasn’t changed, however, is the loyalty of 
our supporters. In the year ending December 31, 2011, our 
members and friends made philanthropic gifts and membership dues to the 
NDSC collectively contributing $424,387.00 this year. On behalf of all of us at the 
NDSC, I want to thank all of our donors for playing a vital role in the success of 
our programs. The NDSC thrives because your generous gifts allow us to provide 
programs infused with the outstanding values of our volunteers and staff, a 
commitment to community service, and advocacy that makes a difference in the 
lives of people with Down syndrome.

As we begin the next chapter in the NDSC story, we see opportunities and 
challenges ahead. It is imperative that we do everything we can to reach the 
unreached, keep access to programs and information as affordable as possible, and 
enhance our financial resources to ensure operating costs are adequately covered. 
The NDSC is well positioned to advance our advocacy in Washington, DC, enhance 
our public awareness efforts, and expand programs to help families wherever they 
are on their journey.

Thank you for participating in the NDSC mission. We look forward to your 
continued support.

Sincerely, 

David Tolleson, Executive Director 
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Mission
The mission of the NDSC is to provide information, advocacy and support 
concerning all aspects of life for individuals with Down syndrome.

Vision
The vision of the NDSC is a world with equal rights and opportunities for 
people with Down syndrome.

Purpose
It is the purpose of the National Down Syndrome Congress to create a 
national climate in which all people will recognize and embrace the value 
and dignity of people with Down syndrome.

That purpose is enhanced by the commitment of the NDSC to:

• Promote the availability of and accessibility to a full range of 
opportunities and/or resources that meet individual and family needs.

• Build a sense of community and fellowship for all people concerned 
with Down syndrome.

• Provide leadership in the formation of public policy.

• Encourage ethically responsible research related to all aspects of 
Down syndrome.

• Educate professionals, parents, and community in all aspects 
relating to Down syndrome.

• Foster self-advocacy and acknowledge the importance of self-
actualization for persons with Down syndrome.

• Recognize and advance the full range of rights of all people with 
Down syndrome.

• Promote full participation of people with Down syndrome in all 
aspects of community life.

• Recognize the variability of personal needs and respect individual 
choices.

• Develop and disseminate position statements on major issues 
related to Down syndrome.

• Provide a network for linking of state and local groups and affiliates.

• Foster and enhance relationships with the NDSC community and 
the broader disability community. 
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Consolidated 
Revenue 
Composition

Consolidated 
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Composition

Consolidated 
Expense 
Comparison

Contributions
15%

Membership
Dues
13%

 Combined
 Federal
 Campaign
10%

 Fund-Raising
Letter  8%

Annual
Convention

52%

Other  2%

NDSC Center
26%

Annual Convention
45%

Newsletter
6%

Management
 & General
 14%

Fund-Raising  9%

* excludes 
investment income



30 Mansell Court, Suite 108 
Roswell, GA  30076

Toll Free: 800.232.NDSC (6372)

E-Mail: info@ndsccenter.org

Website: www.ndsccenter.org


