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NDSC STATEMENT ON HEALTH CARE VOTE 

 
Washington, D.C. - The National Down Syndrome Congress (NDSC) commends the 
thousands of individuals with disabilities and their families who were instrumental in the 
effort to defeat Congressional legislative proposals that would decimate health care and 
dismantle Medicaid, on which people with disabilities rely for health care and long-term 
services and supports.  “Your visits, calls, emails, videos and social media contacts with 
Congress have made a tremendous difference!” declared David Tolleson, NDSC 
Executive Director. 
 
In a dramatic, early morning vote, the US Senate rejected the so-called “skinny bill” 
that would repeal parts of the Affordable Care Act by a vote of 49-51.  All 48 members 
of the Democratic caucus and Republicans John McCain of Arizona, Susan Collins of 
Maine and Lisa Murkowski of Alaska voted against the bill.  
 
Tolleson stated “It is time now for a transparent, bipartisan effort to address the real 
challenges to affordable health care in our country, while protecting and improving 
Medicaid.  NDSC will continue to work with both parties to achieve long-term solutions 
to these and other issues, including improved education, employment and community 
living opportunities.”  Stephanie Smith Lee, NDSC Interim Policy Director, added “We 
urge advocates to continue building relationships with Members of Congress and their 
staff and to keep telling your stories about what legislative proposals mean to you and 
your families. Advocacy works and we must continue speaking up!” 
 
 
About the National Down Syndrome Congress 

Founded in 1973, the National Down Syndrome Congress is the country’s oldest organization for people 
with Down syndrome, their families, and the professionals who work with them.  A 501(c)(3) non-profit 

advocacy organization, the NDSC provides support and information about issues related to Down syndrome 

throughout the lifespan, as well as on matters of public policy relating to disability rights. The National 
Down Syndrome Congress is committed to creating a national climate in which all people will recognize and 

embrace the value and dignity of people with Down syndrome. For more information about the NDSC, 
please visit our website at www.ndsccenter.org.   
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