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We are all striving to improve outcomes for all learners, particularly those with disabilities. The Office of
Special Education Programs initiative to facilitate systematic improvement plans is at the forefront of
efforts. This session will feature an overview of OSEP’s efforts to raise the bar for state special education
programs to improve the educational outcomes for America’s 6.5 million children and youth with
disabilities, including our individuals with Down syndrome. This update will feature an understanding of
the specific frameworks and efforts in place, an update on what OSEP is witnessing across the country
in success of this work, and the next steps or stages in place to ensure that all stakeholders are working
together to ensure that everyone has the necessary supports to address the needs of all children,
including those with disabilities.

Learning Objectives:





Participants will gain an understanding of OSEP’s current efforts to facilitate state systematic
improvement plans targeting the needs of students with disabilities.
Participants will be able to identify and understand how OSEP’s leadership is having a direct
impact on the supports and services in place and being provided to facilitate positive outcomes
for our children and youth with disabilities.
Participants will understand the vision and the additional steps underway to continue to build
upon OSEP’s previous successes to further the positive outcomes for all children.
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Laurie VanderPloeg is the director of the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), in the
Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSERS), at the U.S. Department of
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