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Different Ways to Advocate
Parent & SelAdvocate Panel

Jawanda Mast, Parent Advocate &
Founder 321 Advocaté&acilitator

Panel:
LaTaasha Byrd, Parent Advocate, Florida
Dria Law, Parent Advocate, New Jersey
Erin Mullen, Global Consultant & Parent Advocate, Virginia
Jessie Smart, SeMdvocate, Mississippi
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What is Advocacy?

A Dictionary:the act or process of supporting a cause or propos:

A Grassroots advocacy: collective action at the local level by
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A Providing education and information to elected officials and th
broader community about issues, problems and concerns

A Is it the same is lobbying? NO.
I But lobbying can be a part of advocacy efforts.

A Continuum of advocacy activities depending on comfort level
time, passion for the issue.
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Different Ways to Advocate Panel

LaTaasha Byrd
Parent Advocate
Florida
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WELCOME
La Taasha Byrd, BS, MS

A Mother to Cairo, 9, who has Down
syndrome

A Memberc¢ Down Syndrome Associatior
of Central FL, Down Syndrome
Foundation of FL

* A Multicultural Outreach Coordinator,
Family Network on Disabilities

A Special Needs Advocate and Speaker

A Authorca Ly Of dzaA 2y L a
A Collection of Stories from a Specia
bSSRa az2Yé

A Blogger, CountdownToK.com
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Cairo Byrd, 9

A 3 Grade

A Member¢ Macedonia MBC
/| KAt RNByQa / K

A Member¢ Macedonia MBC
/| KAf RNBy Qa [/ K

A Subjectc Countdown To K blo
A Avid Hug Ambassador
A Dancer Extraordinaire
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BREAK COMMON BARR

f’ ¢ TELL YOUR STORY WITH PURPOSE AND ABILITY

A SOCIETAL
PERCEPTIONS

A CULTURAL NORMS

A FAMILY DYNAMIC
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A TR Y © START AT THE
5 BEGINNING

ADVOCACY BEGINS WITF
JUST ONE STEP

ACCESS
APPROACH

ASSIST
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SELF-ADVOCACY

PREPARE TO PASS THE TOR

A INDIVIDUAL STRENGTF

A FAMILY TRADITIONS

A EDUCATION

s A LEVEL OF INDEPENDE!
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Special APRESUME COMPETENC
educaticn i Have an open mind and high
expectations

= NOT
a
A COMMUNICATE WELL
ROOM #207e
I Foster positive partnerships

e
Inclusion RIGHT ABE CALM AND KIND

and it i Be an ally, not an adversary

WORRS o s
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Different Ways to Advocate Panel

Dria Law
Parent Advocate
New Jersey



